


CustomerSpotlight...

The County That Works Together…

“We are working with ADAPCO to fine tune 
an educational CD for young children, with 
the goal to start showing it in schools early 
next year,” Strauser said.  The interactive CD 
includes games to educate children on iden-
tifying mosquito-breeding sources, plus sim-
ple ways they can help prevent mosquitoes 
around their own homes.  Heather Brown and 
Savanna Brown, two District interns majoring 
in education, created the educational CD as 
a summer project to help keep them in tune 
with their studies.

Strauser believes, “People need to know that 
mosquitoes are always going to be around 
and transmitting diseases, yet mosquitoes 
are also there for a reason. With education, 
we can all work together to control the situ-
ation.”

In addition to education, Blaine County 
Mosquito Control District is committed to 
an environmentally responsible approach to 
mosquito control, namely with its use of the 
adulticide Zenivex™.  The District has per-
formed test plots using Zenivex in various ar-
eas throughout the County, and has reported 
excellent results.  

“Zenivex worked very well in the wooded 
areas where residents were suffering due 
to heavy mosquito populations,” claims 
Strauser.  “Half the mosquito population was 

Throughout the year, the Mosquito Control 
District works closely with the Blaine County 
Health Department to keep the other apprised 
of health risks such as West Nile Virus, and 
act accordingly to protect County residents.  
Health Department Director Fran Hodgson 
and Office Manager Deb Anderson helped to 
educate the community by showing the CD at 
the 2009 Blaine County Fair.  

Strauser claims the following people have 
also been instrumental in managing the 
mosquito population in Blaine County: Den-
nis ‘Chipper’ LongKnife, Bum Stiffarm, Ina 
Nez-Perce Chandler, Stan Zander, Jr., Bill 
Bell and Dan Kinsley; as well as her staff 
members, Sherry Bishop, Lyle Faulkenberry, 
Gary Yeoman, Savannah Brown and Heather 
Brown.

You can read more about Blaine County Mos-
quito Control District’s education and preven-
tion efforts, when they are featured in an 
upcoming edition of the Northwest Mosquito 
and Vector Control Association newsletter. 

Strauser says, “It truly takes all of us work-
ing together to keep Blaine County residents 
updated and aware.”
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Expert Insight

Rural Blaine County, Montana encompasses more than 3,000 square miles in the north central 
part of the state.  Margaret “Skeeter” Strauser has been Supervisor of Blaine County Mosquito 
Control District since 2006, and one of her major initiatives in this position has been to educa-
tion young citizens about mosquito control. 

eliminated after a half hour; complete kill oc-
curred after 12 hours; and our determination 
showed the product was effective after 24 
hours.”  The District also tested Zenivex in 
the more populated areas of town, and ac-
cording to Strauser, achieved complete kill 
after just a half hour in some areas.

For its larvicide applications, Blaine County 
Mosquito Control District uses Aquabac 
granules to treat aquatic habitats around the 
town, as well as Altosid Briquets in areas that 
are more difficult to reach.  Strauser notes 
the 150-day briquetes are especially useful, 
as the District is “short-staffed with a lot of 
country to cover.” 

Even during the height of mosquito season, 
which stretches from April through Novem-
ber, Strauser’s team is comprised of just two 
full-time and three part-time staffers.  Fortu-
nately, the residents of Blaine County have 
been diligent in keeping up with their own 
larvicide efforts.  Strauser explains residents 
treat aquatic habitats around their homes, by 
applying a granule larvicide.  

Mosquito control in Blaine County is a collec-
tive effort, and Strauser is quick to acknowl-
edge the efforts of everyone who works col-
laboratively to protect the 6,500 residents of 
Blaine County. 

Gene Payne 
Chesapeake Mosquito Control Commission, 33 years 

“Remain dedicated to protecting public health and the quality of life for the hard 
working tax payers you serve. Don’t be shy about contacting other professionals in the 
industry, as there are many well-experienced and knowledgeable individuals who are 
more than happy to share their experiences. Support the local, regional and national 
associations as much as you can, so they can continue to provide training and educa-
tion on the ever-changing and constantly improving equipment, products and methods 
of control available.” 

Jimmy Fields 
Pender County Mosquito Control, 10 years 

“Stay on top of everything.” 

Lyman Roberts 
Sarasota County Mosquito Management Services, 25 years

“Mosquitoes continue to be a significant threat to our health and well-being. An integrated mosquito 
management approach must be supported adequately at all levels to reduce the threat.”

What is the most useful piece of advice you could 
give to the mosquito control industry?

Allan Curtis 
Indian River Mosquito Control District, 35 years 

“Make sure all your operational decisions are based on verifiable science.”

Jim Hunt 
Brevard County Mosquito Control. 35 years

“Look beyond what you’re doing now and consider the future. Things are going to change dramatically.”
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